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Frequently Asked Questions about TCl memberships

1. Can an individual member also join TClI anywhere in the world?

TCl prioritizes organizational memberships. However, we understand that in several countries,
independent OPDs of persons with psychosocial disabilities may not yet exist. A core part of TCl’s
strategy is to support the formation of such OPDs at the national level. In this spirit, individuals who
would like to emerge as leaders in their countries and engage with cross-disability movements are
warmly encouraged to join as individual members

2. Can OPDs that are operating at the provincial level apply for membership?

TCl invests in promoting solidarity and supporting the development of organizations at the national
level. TCI encourages cooperation between provincial OPDs with the national OPDs. However, we
understand that in several countries, a unified national organization of persons with psychosocial
disabilities may be difficult. In such cases, provincial OPDs are welcome to apply for membership in
TCl, especially if they are interested in participating in national-level processes and contributing to
the movement's strengthening in their country.

3. Can there be more than 1 national OPD from within a country, applying for full membership?

Yes, so long as the object of the organization is the mobilization and advocacy of human rights of
persons with psychosocial disabilities in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. Please note that in some countries, TCl has also designated informal contact points
responsible for coordinating with other OPDs. Please write to us to get more information.

4. Can OPDs from all countries apply for membership?

TCl is an independent, global organization of persons with psychosocial disabilities. Nationals from all
countries may apply for membership.

6. Can family members or family member organizations join TCl as core or Associate members?

No. TCl is a global OPD. Membership is only for OPDs of persons with psychosocial disabilities or
their cross-disability supporters. If strongly CRPD-oriented, a few family organizations advocating for
transformation can write to us for more information.



7. Can people who self-identify as “users” or “survivors” join as full members?

TCl is a post-CRPD movement, and for membership, identity questions would be around being a
person with a psychosocial disability, embracing that, and resourcing it in advocacy. “User survivors”
and persons with “mad” identities, if they are open to the possibility of other identities, believe in a
joint quest, put faith behind the CRPD, are staunch in their advocacy for abolition of force in
psychiatry and in advocacy for community support systems and caring networks, they would find
what TCI offers useful and may consider joining the platform as a full or associate member. TCl
welcomes community builders and those who advocate for supportive psychosocial ecosystems.

8. On what basis does the Membership Committee approve applications?

Applications for membership are reviewed and approved through a structured process led by TCl's
Membership Committee, which is composed of Board members and supported by Secretariat staff.
The process begins with a first-level review conducted by the Secretariat. At this stage, the
Secretariat collects all relevant information, including the applicant's organizational profile and
supporting documents. Where necessary, the Secretariat may arrange follow-up calls with the
applicant to supplement the information provided. Following this, the Secretariat presents the
compiled applications to the Membership Committee, which meets once every two months. The
Committee reviews each application against TCl's membership criteria (Click here to read the
criteria), ensuring alignment with the organization’s values and strategic priorities. Based on this
assessment, the Committee makes its recommendations to the Board. Final decisions on
membership are taken by the Board, following which successful applicants are formally onboarded
into the TCl network.

9. Is there a membership fee to join TCI?
Currently, there is no membership fee.

10. Can a newly established organization apply for membership as well?

Yes. TCI encourages applications from emerging OPDs of persons with psychosocial disabilities. We
are committed to supporting the growth, development, and meaningful participation of new
organizations within the movement.

11. How long does it take to process a membership application?
Membership applications are reviewed quarterly by TCl's Membership Committee. Applicants can
typically expect a response within 8-10 weeks after the review cycle.

13. Can members propose initiatives or collaborations to TCI?
Yes. TCl welcomes ideas and proposals from members that align with its mission and strategic
priorities.

14. Can a member switch from associate to full membership later?
Yes. If an associate member—such as an emerging OPD of persons with psychosocial
disabilities—transitions and meets the criteria for full membership (click here to review the criteria),

they may request to be considered for a change in membership status. The Membership Committee
will review such requests on a case-by-case basis.
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15. Can my organization reapply if our membership application is not accepted or approved?
Yes. If an application is not accepted, the applicant will receive feedback and is welcome to reapply
after addressing the recommendations provided by the Membership Committee.

Membership is only one of the many ways by which TCl invites collaborations. There are many
other ways of partnering and/or cooperating with TCl. If there are very concrete ideas and
interest in connecting with us, please send a letter of inquiry to secretariat@tci-global.org
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